OUR STREAMS
WATER-SAVING MESSAGE
Council is monitoring our water supplies as the weather gets
warmer and drier, so now is a good time to cut down on your water
use so that there is less chance of restrictions later in the summer.
If you are a keen gardener, increase
the mulch around your plants to
help them stay moist – layers of
newspaper and cardboard covered
with leaves, lawn clippings,
mulched garden waste or pea
straw will do a good job of keeping
the moisture in and help your
plants handle dry weather. The
trick is to avoid bare earth whereever you are.
If you have a rainwater tank now
is the time to start using the water
you have collected. You can use
this water for hand watering the
garden and outdoor cleaning i.e.
car or house cleaning.
In the house, follow the watersaving basics – take shorter
showers, fix dripping taps, recycle
greywater from the kitchen sink
or washing machine to water
the garden, don’t leave the tap

running while you clean your teeth
or shave, only set the dishwasher
or washing machine going for a
full load.
You’ll find more water-saving tips
and ideas at:
nelson.govt.nz/water-conservation

NELSON HAS 19,036
RESIDENTIAL WATER
CONNECTIONS
Average per connection
272 L/ day, 99,280 L/ year
If every home saved 10 litres per
day, we would save 75 million
litres per year – that is equivalent
to 13.5 days of water for our city’s
domestic users.

DRAINS ARE FOR RAIN –
AND NOTHING ELSE!
Healthy Streams are clean streams!
Stormwater drains go directly into our
waterways – so anything that goes
down the drain is not treated before
it reaches the fish. It affects water
quality in places where you swim and
also affects the health of the plants
and animals living there.
Council’s Drains to Harbour
programme has been providing a
school programme and community
events to show how stormwater
pollution happens, and how it affects
our streams.
The Drains to Harbour programme
explains about the difference between
stormwater (rain run-off) and
wastewater (toilet and shower water
which goes to the treatment plant).
The plan is to show everyone practical
ways to prevent unwanted pollution
getting into our rivers and streams.

your local drains feed into, visit
topofthesouthmaps.co.nz and select
the stormwater features from the
services layers.
Several community workshops have
recently been held to demonstrate
how stormwater run-off affects our
water quality, including hands-on ‘Go
with The Flow’ demonstrations on
the banks of the Maitai River, a home
and garden workshop at the Bloom
Festival and an info stall at the Nelson
Saturday Market in January.
The next community event will be the
Race Unity Day at Victory Square on
22 March which is also World Water
Day, so come along and find out how
you can help keep our streams clean
and healthy.
You can find out more about this
project at:

To find out which waterway

nelson.govt.nz/drains-to-harbour

STORMWATER AND YOUR BACK YARD
Car washing

Litter

Wash your car on the
lawn or other unsealed
surface. Use minimal
water and detergent.

Ensure kerbside rubbish and recycling
will not blow away. Put out on the day
of collection.

Clear litter away from gutters and drains.

Consider installing a device such as a
LittaTrap.

Pets

Green waste

Collect pet poo and dispose
of it in the rubbish.

Sweep up leaves and grass clippings
and put them on the garden or in the
compost instead of hosing them down
the drain.

If left on the ground, toxic
bacteria like E. coli can be
flushed into our waterways.

Don‘t dump green waste – this can
lead to weeds in our streams.

Roofs

Keep painted to prevent rusting.
Touch up where rust appears.

Septic tanks

Avoid uncoated copper guttering
and zinc roofing. Purchase inert
roofing types when replacing
your roof.

These can overflow during heavy rain.
Keep them serviced and maintained.
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