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Draft Nelson Plan – Frequently asked questions 

Contaminated land and hazardous substances 

What is contaminated land? 

Contaminated land is land that has been directly or indirectly exposed to a hazardous substance 

that has contaminated the soil and may create a risk to human health and/or cause environmental 

damage.   

Common examples of substances that may contaminate land include petroleum products, timber 

treatment chemicals, pesticides and herbicides.  In the Nelson area, sites that have been subject 

to historical contamination include former orchards, landfills, timber mills, industrial premises, 

automotive garages, commercial glasshouses and sheep dips. 

What is a hazardous substance? 

A hazardous substance is defined by the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 

(HSNO) and includes those with high biological oxygen demand or radioactive properties. 

Petroleum products, herbicides, pesticides, timber treatment chemicals and biological waste 

products may all be classed as hazardous substances based on the effects they may have on human 

and environmental health. 

What information does Council hold about contaminated sites and how was that information 

gathered? 

The Council is required to identify any area in Whakatū Nelson where activities and/or industries 

have operated that are considered likely to cause land contamination resulting from hazardous 

substance use, storage and disposal.  That list is the Hazardous Activities and Industries List (HAIL) 

database.  The database was compiled by researching historical photos, property information and 

trade directories to establish which areas could be potentially at risk. The database is updated as 

information improves over time. 

A site that appears on the HAIL database is not necessarily contaminated but is listed for the risk 

that contamination might be present due to historical or current use.  The list highlights that there 

is a greater probability of site contamination occurring than for other uses or activities. All 

information held by the Council is publically accessible. 

My property has been placed on this list. What does this mean for me?  

Council’s information does not stop you from continuing to use your land in the way you always 

have.  However, the requirements for managing contaminated soil may be triggered if you want to 

carry out certain activities on your land, such as earthworks, subdivision or a change in land use.   

These requirements are determined by the National Environmental Standards for Assessing and 

Managing Contaminants in Soil to Protect Human Health (NESCS).  These standards also require 

Councils to identify HAIL sites, ensure this information is publically available, and to manage land 

use appropriately at known risk locations. 

Any property that has been identified as a HAIL site will be identified on Council records.  If a Land 

Information Memorandum (LIM) or Property Information Memorandum (PIM) is requested, a 

statement will be included saying that the property has been used for an activity listed on the HAIL 
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database, and a copy of the site summary reports would be attached.  The exact wording of the 

LIM statement depends on the Site Status category, of which there are six different types.  More 

information about these and what they mean can be obtained via Council’s website at 

nelson.govt.nz. 

Can I subdivide my property? 

Any subdivision activity requires resource consent approval from Council, and each is assessed on 

a case by case basis against relevant objectives, policies and assessment matters.  If the subject 

land is identified as contaminated or potentially contaminated, then this would be considered in 

determining whether or not subdivision is appropriate.  It would also trigger consideration under 

NESCS. 

How the likely presence of contaminated land would be addressed would depend on the individual 

site and circumstances, and the nature of the subdivision.  It would likely require an in-depth 

assessment of the location, scale and significance of the known contamination by an experienced 

and qualified professional.  The findings of this would inform staff and decision-makers on whether 

to approve subdivision and, if approved, what conditions would apply.   

I do not believe my property has been identified correctly. Can it be removed from the list? 

Your property has been included on the database because we have information that indicates it is, 

or was, used for an activity on the HAIL database.  If that information proves to be incorrect, you 

will remain on the database in the ERROR category to prevent the same mistake from being made 

again in the future.   

Is the information recorded on my LIM? 

Any property that has been identified on Council’s HAIL database will also have this information 

recorded on a LIM or PIM if requested.  As above, a statement will be included saying that the 

property has been used for an activity listed on the HAIL database, and a copy of the site summary 

reports would be attached.  The exact wording of the LIM statement depends on the Site Status 

category, of which there are six different types.  More information about these and what they 

mean can be obtained via Council’s website at nelson.govt.nz. 

Links to the Draft Nelson Plan 

This ‘frequently asked questions’ sheet addresses a few of the key provisions in the Draft Nelson 

Plan.  It should not be used as a definitive representation of content.  To view actual Draft Nelson 

Plan content, please go to shape.nelson.govt.nz.   
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