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“Nā te hiahia kia titiro, ā, ka kite ai tātou 
te mutunga - You must understand the 
beginning if you wish to see the end.” 
Whakataukī shared by Carol Hippolite.

Invitations are now open for people to contribute 
stories of their time working, living and playing in the 
Stoke (Ōmaio) Poorman Valley Stream catchment, so 
that others can share in its history, discover people’s 
individual connections to the waterway, and learn 
how the social and physical landscape of Ōmaio 
(Stoke) has changed over time. 

These stories will be collated into a living document 
called a story map – Poorman Valley Stream Story 
Map: Stories of the awa – which will be launched 
in December 2021. Story maps are a multi-media 
way of communicating information about places, 
communities and ecosystems, by attaching images, 
drawings, text and audio to a physical site. 

Carol Hippolite has fond memories of growing up 
in the Ōmaio area that she has shared. “We would 
gather watercress only taking what we needed,” says 
Carol. “You would find in the creeks and streams lots 
of wildlife; like baby cockabullies (fish), whitebait, 
tadpoles, small crawlers, small shrimp like water life 
and eels. As young people, we used to love exploring 
the creeks, and streams so Poorman’s river was and 
still is a favourite area of ours to explore even today.” 

You can read Carol’s full story at the Stoke 
Library, and it will also be available as part of the 
story map when it launches later this year. For 
existing examples of story maps, you can view the 
Wakapuaka and Maitai story maps at nelson.govt.
nz/environment/healthy-streams/story-maps

Your stories are what will make this story map 
special and full of life. If you contribute your story 
before 31 October 2021 it will become part of the first 
version of the Poorman Valley Stream Story Map. 
Stories submitted after this date will be added later. 

To submit your stories:

Go to Stoke Library or Nelson’s Elma Turner 
Library and collect a form where you can 
write down your recollection and include 
any photos or images (can be as short as 
a paragraph or as long as you wish). The 
library staff will then help you scan your 
originals and enter your submission

Send your recollection and images to us at 
healthy.streams@ncc.govt.nz

Upload to shape.nelson.govt.nz/poorman-
valley-stream/poorman-valley-stream- 
story-map

Ōmaio (Stoke) EST 1960s. Image supplied by Clive 

Poorman 
Valley Stream
Restoring the Poorman Valley Stream 
has been the focus of local community 
groups and schools for many years, 
and we encourage and welcome all 
who have an interest to join in and 
celebrate the rich history and mauri 
(life force) of this important waterway. 

Alongside riparian planting, restoration work 
and artworks created along the stream, this 
story map will form another branch of the 
enhancement plan for Poorman Valley Stream, 
which commenced in September 2020. 

The enhancement plan aims to restore the 
riparian vegetation throughout the catchment 
and reconnect people with the waterway 
running through their community. So far in 2021, 
more than 3000 plants have been planted 
along the waterway, hundreds of students and 
community have contributed to public artworks, 
and a new pathway is about to open. These 
activities all enrich the walk along the full length 
of the stream from the Great Taste Trail under 
Whakatū Drive to Marsden Valley Reserve. 

If you are a group or individual working 
to improve the health of Nelson’s natural 
environment, you may be eligible for 
funding support through the Nelson City 
Council Environmental Grants scheme. 
Priorities for the August 2021 grants  
round are: 

• Community projects* that protect 
and restore biodiversity by controlling 
weeds or browsing animals (e.g.  
goats, possums) 

•  Community projects* that enhance 
native wildlife through predator control 

•  Restoration projects (e.g. planting and 
weeding) on private properties larger 
than 1 ha and where there is significant 
investment of time/resources from the 
landowners 

•  Projects that protect and restore 
Significant Natural Areas 

•  Projects that reduce erosion on farming 
and forestry land 

•  Projects that restore waterway margins  

*Community projects are those that involve 
three or more landowners and/or involve 
public land. 

To find out more:

nelson.govt.nz/environmental- 
grants-scheme

nelson.nature@ncc.govt.nz 

03 546 0200

Environmental Grant Funding
Open 2 - 31 August 2021

Image by Vicki Smith - Poorman Valley Stream rises in the hills of the 
Marsden Reserve, about 800m above sea level. Over its 2.32km course 
from the hills to the sea, it traverses native forest, a cemetery, four 
schools, and Isel Park


