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Standing Order 15 relates to Public Forum, a time which may be set aside - usually at the start 
of an ordinary Council meeting - for members of the public to speak directly to Council. The 
Standing Orders do not specify that speakers must be members of the community of Nelson, 
and there are multiple previous examples where they have not been. There are also many 
examples where a topic being of high interest to the community has led to representatives 
with differing perspectives speaking to Council at the same meeting as one way of 
demonstrating to the Council the breadth of views on that topic.  

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this response. 
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 
Freephone 0800 802 602. 

If you wish to discuss this decision with us, please feel free to contact LGOIMA@ncc.govt.nz. 

Yours sincerely 

Devorah Nícuarta-Smith 
Manager Governance and Support Services 




