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Kia ora Mandy 

This weeks Planning Focus bulletin features: 

• From Indigenous Voices to Planning for Māori Values 
NZPIC24 will include an exciting panel discussion between indigenous planning specialists. 

• GNS Release Landslide Guidelines for Planning 
GNS Science has released a landslides guidance report. 

• Nominations Received for the NZPI Board 
NZPI has received nominations from across the country for seats for the NZPI Board. 

• Letter from Minister on RM Reform 
Hon Minister Bishop has written an open letter providing an update on the Government’s intentions 
to develop fast track consenting legislation and introduce changes to the National Policy Statement 
for Freshwater Management (2020). 

• Spotlight on our Planning for Māori Values workshops 
It is important that planners understand the role of mana whenua and tangata whenua in the 
resource management environment and how to recognise and provide for their values. Don’t miss 
out, register today. 

• Jobs: 6 New Opportunities. 

Click here to download your copy now (PDF) 

If you have any news/information you would like to share with NZPI members, please email 
admin@planning.org.nz. 
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Planning is essential for a better New Zealand.  
 
Te Kōkiringa Taumata | New Zealand Planning Institute (NZPI) is the voice of planning in New Zealand. It is the professional organisation 
representing this country's planners, resource managers, urban designers, and environmental practitioners. Planners have a critical role in shaping 
New Zealand's future by helping to develop solutions to key issues, such as population growth, infrastructure needs, pressure on natural resources 
and environments, demographic change and transport.  
 

       

  
 

TO UPDATE YOUR EMAIL OR UN-SUBSCRIBE FROM THIS E-BULLETIN PLEASE LOG INTO YOUR PROFILE 

www.planning.org.nz 
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Gav 
 
 

Gavin Ide 
Principal Advisor Strategic Planning 
06 835 9200 | 027 588 8901
Hawke's Bay Regional Council | Te Kaunihera ā-rohe o Te Matau a Māui 
159 Dalton Street, Napier 4110 | hbrc.govt.nz  
Enhancing Our Environment Together | Te Whakapakari Tahi I Tō Tātau Taiao

  
  

    Let us know how we’re doing, give your feedback here. 
This communication, including any attachments, is confidential. Refer to the disclaimer on our website.

From: Chris Daughney <Chris.Daughney@teurukahika.govt.nz>  
Sent: Friday, March 22, 2024 3:37 PM 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: Updates and information sharing 
 
Kia ora SIG convenors 

Here’s another update on various initiatives and bits of intel picked up over the last couple weeks. 

Most of the items in this newsletter describe opportunities for us to exert influence and, if we’re successful, to enable production of science, tools and datasets that will 
help us in our work.  So, although this is a time of much uncertainty and change, opportunities to influence abound! 

Fast-track Approvals Bill 

The FTA Bill has been introduced with submissions due by 19 April. Many of your individual organisations will be making submissions, as will Te Uru Kahika. Apart from 
other matters that we might want to comment on, this is an opportunity for us to lobby for new science and data. 

So last month I asked you to please let me know of any types of evidence, models, datasets, etc. you think the regional sector might need to develop (or have developed) in 
a hurry to support consenting at pace, whether under this Bill or some other regime. 

Several people responded to say that consenting would be helped by better tools for valuing ecosystems and environments (globally worth $ trillions). Such better tools 
could take several forms, e.g.: an update to existing ecological impact assessment guidelines (especially section 5.5!); enhancements to Treasury’s CBAx cost-benefit tool; 
guidance on benefit transfer so we can use global ecosystem services valuations in NZ; or training courses (or even a simple checklist) to ensure accounting for biases, 
scarcity, irreversibility, etc.  Let me know what you think. 
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Input into Government’s Climate Data Initiative 

Budget23 allocated $24.7m to establish an all-of-government Climate Data Initiative, led by MfE. CDI aims to bring together climate-related datasets and make them easier 
to use, as per Action 3.2 in the National Adaptation Plan. 

In its first year, CDI has been developing two products, to be released in June/July. These are: a portal to access the updated CMIP6 climate projections; and a portal to 
provide easier access to greenhouse gas emissions data from a range of central government agencies. 

By late April, MfE will be providing proposals to Ministers about the next set of CDI products to be developed. A CDI survey (see attachment) suggests that a geospatial risk 
assessment tool would be most valuable for local government, but what exactly would this contain – info on climate impacts on native species, updated projections of river 
flows under climate change, flood inundation maps, an update of HIRDS, or something else? Let me know what you think about this too. 

Input into review of MBIE’s Extreme Weather Science Response 

Your organisations may be contacted by Brendan Morris, who has been commissioned to undertake an independent review of MBIE’s science funding response following 
the extreme weather events of early 2023. I have also asked Brendan for an opportunity for Science Managers in the affected regions to provide joint feedback into this 
review. 

This is an opportunity for us to influence the way the science system responds to future extreme weather events and natural hazards, e.g. in aspects such as: science 
coordination, roles and responsibilities; funding and data sharing arrangements; and commissioned science projects and their deliverables – including the Weather 
Recovery Advice Fund made available to regional councils.  

Input into MBIE’s reform of the science system 

This may be one of our best opportunities to influence the types of science undertaken nationwide.  Te Uru Kahika provided input under last government but – sorry – I 
can’t give much of an update on the state of play here. 

As I reported last month, the National Science Challenges are still expected to end in June, and the National Research Priorities to replace them under the Te Ara 
Paerangi programme have now been scrapped. However, a report has now been released by former NRP Independent Advisory Panel, which identifies several ‘areas of 
ambition’ in which research could help the nation – such as improving resilience to natural hazards, protecting biodiversity, and improving the health of terrestrial, 
freshwater, estuarine and marine environment – but whether these will be invested in by the current Government remains to be seen. 

Input into MBIE Endeavour proposals 

Thanks to all of you who provided input into Endeavour proposals developed by research organisations over the last few months. Bids to the larger fund (Research 
Programmes) have now been submitted to MBIE, several with letters of support from the regional sector; funding decisions will be announced around Sept. We will have 
an opportunity to provide input to the bids for the smaller fund (Smart Ideas) over the next few months, if they are invited to full proposal stage. 
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Input into MfE’s science and data projects 

The regional sector is currently providing input into several projects being run within or commissioned by MfE. I’d estimate that collective value of these projects is around 
$1m or more. Let me know if you'd like to know more about any of these projects. 

• Developing a national ecosystem typology 
• Developing spatial information to assess naturalness of marine habitats 
• Exploring alternative methods for statistical assessment of trends in environmental data 
• Pilot study – CMIP5-CMIP6 hydrological projections intercomparison 
• Pilot study – Modifying monitoring networks to support adaptive management 
• Updating NZ’s Land Use Classification and Land Cover Database 
• Updating thresholds for indicators of soil quality 
• Updating thresholds for indicators of estuarine health 
• Updating NZ’s estuary monitoring protocol 
• National Environmental Monitoring Standard – Erodible soil 
• National Environmental Monitoring Standard – Indigenous vegetation cover 

Other things on the go 

• The Climate Change Commission will be undertaking three consultations over April-May: whether NZ’s whether 2050 domestic emissions target should 
change; whether shipping and aviation emissions should be included within NZ’s national emissions reporting; and advice to government on the 
4th emissions budget (for 2036-2040). 

• NEMA will coordinate the national CDEM exercise Rū Whenua over three days (12 June, 26 June, 10 July). It will be based on an Alpine Fault earthquake 
scenario. The exercise may include a simulated release of MBIE science response funding and advice from regional councils on its use, as occurred after the 
extreme weather events in early 2023. 

• We are engaging with MBIE as it undertakes reforms to gene technology regulation, which involves establishing new legislation and a new gene technology 
regulator by December 2025. These reforms are relevant to councils in part because of our ability to make regional rules, which for some councils already 
have a GE/GMO stance. 

• The Productivity Commission has been disestablished (Ganesh Nana’s closing statement is here), in accord with the Coalition Agreement’s proposal to 
create a new Ministry of Regulation. 

• Your organisations will have received a letter from the Minister of Climate Change, requesting data on adaptation preparedness as per section 5ZW of the 
Climate Change Response Act 2002. Responses to the online responses are due by 12 April. This information will be used to update the 2020 adaptation 
preparedness report. If possible, please share your organisation’s response to this data request, so I can understand the regional sector’s status as distinct 
from other local government agencies. 

• In case you missed it (long list – lots going on!) 
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• The PCE has concluded that the Government will spend $3.6b on the environment in FY23/24. The analysis shows how much of each agency’s funding is 
tagged to the achievement of specific ‘enduring environmental outcomes’. 

  
• The PCE has also released a report on protecting urban soils. One of the recommendations is to clarify regional councils’ roles and responsibilities for soil 

conservation, e.g. to focus on soil quality and its capacity to support vegetation and attenuate stormwater. 
• MfE has published updated Coastal Hazards and Climate Change guidance. Key updates include: new relative sea-level rise projections and vertical land 

movement estimates; improved knowledge on interactions between different types of coastal hazards (such as sea-level rise, storms, flooding, or rising 
groundwater); and updated guidance for risk assessments and adaptation pathway planning.  

• A recent paper demonstrated an eDNA-based index for tracking the health of NZ’s river ecosystems. Congratulations to the co-authors from Hawke’s Bay, 
Waikato and Bay of Plenty regional councils! 

• Another recent paper proposes ten key components to foster climate-smart marine spatial planning globally. Examples include prioritising ecosystem 
health and promoting dynamic adaptive planning. 

• The Bioheritage NSC has released A Tika Transition to a Flourishing Aotearoa, which provides a framework to evaluate consultation documents and 
proposals that seek to transition Aotearoa to a better environmental future.  

• Another output from Bioheritage NSC identifies behaviours of the public most likely to improve freshwater environments. The top-ranked were Report 
pollution in drains & waterways; Restore natural channels with a community group; and Report potential fish barriers.  
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• A project completed through the Our Land and Water NSC has created national-scale maps of NZ’s physiographic environments. A key conclusion is that the 
physiographic characteristics (e.g. precipitation, slope and soil type) account for 2.1x more variation in river contaminant concentrations than land use 
does. 

• An international study of 59,000 participants from 63 countries attempted to identify the interventions with greatest influence on societal climate action. 
Not surprisingly, the most effective intervention depends on the individual and their background, ideology and socio-cultural context. This led the 
researchers to develop a prototype app to assist policy-makers.  Apparently, an effective approach in NZ is to get people to ‘project themselves into the 
future and write a letter to themselves in the present, describing the actions they would have wanted to take regarding climate change’. 

 

Dr Chris Daughney 

C h i e f  S c i e n c e  A d v i s o r  

  

 

 
Mobile: 021 243 0882 

 

************ This email message and any attached files may contain confidential information. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately and 
destroy the original message. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of RSHL. RSHL makes 
reasonable efforts to ensure that its email has been scanned and is free of viruses, however RSHL can make no warranty that this email or any attachments to it are free 
from viruses. ***********  
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Study finds ETS let down by five key sectors 
Researchers from the University of Auckland’s Business School Energy Centre say New 
Zealand’s Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) is being let down by several key sectors. 
Read more... 
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Fast Track expert advisory group named 
The Government has today announced the expert advisory group who will provide 
independent recommendations to Ministers on projects to be included in the Fast Track 
Approvals Bill. 
Read more... 
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3. Drilling for oil and gas. The latter would be totally inappropriate given that we need to be stopping fossil fuels and in actual fact we 
should have stopped them long ago. We need to become 100% renewable as soon as possible. Fossil fuels are outdated and unsustainable. 
It is time we caught up with the science. 

4. Antimony mining: I have heard that Antimony has been found in Reefton and companies want to mine this. It is used for electric car 
batteries, (there must be better options) but also military uses, including bullets, night vision goggles, explosive formulations, flares, nuclear 
weapons production, and infrared sensors." This is probably the main reason they want to mine it. It is highly toxic and similar to lead, (but 
TEN times more toxic) and has a cumulative effect on health." Antimony (Sb) and arsenic (As) are toxic heavy metals of the same group on 
the periodic table of elements...... and their migration processes in water affect the ecological environment." Who is going to pay for the 
damaged health of mine workers, potential mining disasters, and extremely likely pollution of our beautiful streams, rivers, lakes and ocean? 

As noted by Forest and Bird: 

"This law is not about fast tracking environmentally sound development as the Government already has the power to do that without 
changing the law. Instead, the proposed law change is about giving ministers the power to override and undermine core environmental and 
conservation standards and prevent your constituents – people like me – from having a say about major developments in our own 
community. I was particularly concerned that the RMA Minister Chris Bishop told TVNZ that he thinks “there will be projects that will 
be granted consent that would not otherwise have got a consent under the status quo. Frankly, I hope that’s why we're doing it.” It 
worries me that ministers are openly talking about giving approval to developments that have been previously thrown out in Court 
because they were too environmentally damaging. I am also worried about my ability to express my thoughts about developments 
affecting our local community. It looks like developers will be able to put forward their ideas, but my voice as a local can be ignored. This 
doesn't seem fair or how our democracy should work. I am seeking your assurance that no development will be put through this 
environmental override process in your electorate, unless it would have been approved under existing laws. If it would fail to get 
permission under our existing environmental laws, it should not go ahead. I am seeking your assurance that you will do everything in your 
power to make sure that your own constituents and the environment in this electorate are not adversely impacted by this Bill.  

Please ask RMA Minister Chris Bishop to immediately publicly release the list of developments being considered for inclusion in the Bill 
to allow people to make submissions to Parliament about what is on the list. Please write back to me urgently and advise me of any 
developments that are being considered in our community and how we can have a say about these. "  

Yours sincerely, 
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s.7(2)(a) - protect the privacy of natura        
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Ailish Neyland

From: Aaron Stallard
Sent: Tuesday, 16 April 2024 12:07 pm
To: Councillors
Cc: Nigel Philpott; Stephen Rainbow; Mandy Bishop
Subject: Submission regarding Fast-track Approvals Bill
Attachments: Fast Track submission.docx

Kia ora everyone, 
 
In the absence of any Council-wide submission on the Fast-track Approvals Bill I have drafted a personal submission (attached). If any elected member would like 
to add their name to the letter, please let me know by this Friday at 1 pm. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
 
Aaron 
 
Dr Aaron Stallard 
Councillor | Kaikaunihera 
021 1237099 
 
Nelson City Council | Te Kaunihera o Whakatū 
nelson.govt.nz 
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Ailish Neyland

From: Mandy Bishop
Sent: Wednesday, 17 April 2024 11:33 am
To: CE & GMs
Subject: RE: FOR YOUR REVIEW: Draft sector submission on Fast-track Amendment Bill: Update 

The submission recommendations align with our environmental management role and to provide a clear place for iwi. 
 
The recommendations will make the fast-track process more complex so there may be aspects from a Council projects viewpoint that wouldn’t be as 
streamlined as the Bill proposes. 
 
However as Council should be (IMHO) leading the way in our approach to projects, providing a good example for private developers to follow, I don’t 
think there is anything significant we should suggest needs changing. 
 
Cheers 
M 
 
From: Nigel Philpott <nigel.philpott@ncc.govt.nz>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2024 2:25 PM 
To: CE & GMs <SLT2@ncc.govt.nz> 
Subject: Fwd: FOR YOUR REVIEW: Draft sector submission on Fast-track Amendment Bill: Update  
 
Any feedback you wish to provide?  Nil returns not required...... 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Al Cross <Al.Cross@teurukahika.govt.nz> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2024 2:22:55 PM 
To: Chris McLay <Chris.McLay@waikatoregion.govt.nz>; Darryl Lew <Darryl.lew@wcrc.govt.nz>; Leonie.Rae@tasman.govt.nz <Leonie.Rae@tasman.govt.nz>; 
Leonie.Rae@tasman.govt.nz <Leonie.Rae@tasman.govt.nz>; Megan Tyler <megan.tyler@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Jonathan Gibbard <jong@nrc.govt.nz>; Michael 
McCartney <michael.mccartney@horizons.govt.nz>; Nedine Thatcher-Swann <Nedine.Thatcher-Swann@gdc.govt.nz>; Nic Peet <nic.peet@hbrc.govt.nz>; Nigel Corry 
<nigel.corry@gw.govt.nz>; Nigel Philpott <nigel.philpott@ncc.govt.nz>; Richard Saunders <richard.saunders@orc.govt.nz>; Stefanie Rixecker 
<Stefanie.Rixecker@ecan.govt.nz>; Steve Ruru <Steve.Ruru@trc.govt.nz>; wilma.falconer@es.govt.nz <wilma.falconer@es.govt.nz>; fiona.mctavish@boprc.govt.nz 
<fiona.mctavish@boprc.govt.nz> 
Cc: Namouta Poutasi <Namouta.Poutasi@boprc.govt.nz>; Katherine Trought <katherine.trought@ecan.govt.nz> <Katherine.Trought@ecan.govt.nz>; Liz Lambert 
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Kia ora RCEOs  
  
A brief update. 
  
The draft submission will be with you for review by around the middle of Tuesday. 
  
You’ll have until Wednesday night (preferably) to provide feedback, before final sign-off by Michael and lodgement by Friday (at the outside). 
  
Please come back to me if you have any questions. 
  
Ngā mihi 
  
Al 
  
  
  
Al Cross 
D i r e c t o r  –  R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t  R e f o r m  
  

      
 
Mobile: 027 201 3571 
  
  
From: Al Cross <Al.Cross@teurukahika.govt.nz>  
Sent: Monday, April 8, 2024 11:28 AM 
To: Chris McLay <Chris.McLay@waikatoregion.govt.nz>; Darryl Lew <Darryl.lew@wcrc.govt.nz>; Leonie.Rae@tasman.govt.nz; Leonie.Rae@tasman.govt.nz; Megan Tyler 
<megan.tyler@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Jonathan Gibbard <jong@nrc.govt.nz>; Michael McCartney <michael.mccartney@horizons.govt.nz>; Nedine Thatcher-Swann 
<Nedine.Thatcher-Swann@gdc.govt.nz>; Nic Peet <nic.peet@hbrc.govt.nz>; Nigel Corry <nigel.corry@gw.govt.nz>; Nigel Philpott <nigel.philpott@ncc.govt.nz>; Richard 
Saunders <richard.saunders@orc.govt.nz>; Stefanie Rixecker <Stefanie.Rixecker@ecan.govt.nz>; Steve Ruru <Steve.Ruru@trc.govt.nz>; wilma.falconer@es.govt.nz; 
fiona.mctavish@boprc.govt.nz 
Cc: Warren Hanley <warren.hanley@orc.govt.nz>; Namouta Poutasi <Namouta.Poutasi@boprc.govt.nz>; Katherine Trought <katherine.trought@ecan.govt.nz> 
<Katherine.Trought@ecan.govt.nz> 
Subject: Re: Sector submission on Fast-track Amendment Bill: Update  
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Mōrena RCEOs 
  
As briefed below, please find attached a summary of key issues document for your consideration and feedback, to help inform direction for our Sector submission. 
  
This document will also be shared with the RMG, for their consideration and feedback in parallel. 
  
ACTION: Please provide your feedback by COB Wednesday 10 April. 
  
Ngā mihi 
  
Al 
  

Al Cross 

D i r e c t o r  –  R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t  R e f o r m  

  

     

 
Mobile: 027 201 3571 

  

  

From: Al Cross 
Sent: Monday, April 1, 2024 4:31 PM 
To: Chris McLay <Chris.McLay@waikatoregion.govt.nz>; Darryl Lew <Darryl.lew@wcrc.govt.nz>; Fiona McTavish <fiona.mctavish@boprc.govt.nz>; Janine Dowding 
<Janine.Dowding@tasman.govt.nz;>; Jonathan Gibbard <jong@nrc.govt.nz>; Leonie.Rae@tasman.govt.nz <Leonie.Rae@tasman.govt.nz>; Mark Wheeler 
<mark.wheeler@marlborough.govt.nz>; Megan Tyler <megan.tyler@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz>; Michael McCartney <michael.mccartney@horizons.govt.nz>; Nedine 
Thatcher-Swann <Nedine.Thatcher-Swann@gdc.govt.nz>; Nic Peet <nic.peet@hbrc.govt.nz>; Nigel Corry <nigel.corry@gw.govt.nz>; Nigel Philpott 
<nigel.philpott@ncc.govt.nz>; Richard Saunders <Richard.saunders@orc.govt.nz>; Stefanie Rixecker <Stefanie.Rixecker@ecan.govt.nz>; Steve Ruru 
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<Steve.Ruru@trc.govt.nz>; Wilma Falconer <wilma.falconer@es.govt.nz> 
Cc: Warren Hanley <warren.hanley@orc.govt.nz>; Namouta Poutasi <Namouta.Poutasi@boprc.govt.nz>; Katherine Trought <katherine.trought@ecan.govt.nz> 
<Katherine.Trought@ecan.govt.nz> 
Subject: Sector submission on Fast-track Amendment Bill: Update  
  

Kia ora RCEOs 

  

This is a brief update on our process to form a Sector submission. 

  

I have pulled together a working group to help prepare our submission, comprising representation from key SIGs and Councils. As time permits, I'm also linking with 
submission leads from those Councils forming their own submissions, to cross-pollinate on issues, risks and opportunities - and help inform content in our Sector 
submission. 

  

Feedback on key issues late this week 

  

Later this week you'll receive a short document on key issues and positioning, where I'll be asking you for your view to help provide direction on submission content and 
emphasis.  

  

Draft submission to come 

  

I'm targeting the end of Friday 12 April for you to receive the draft submission. 
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ACTION: No action required at this stage 

  
Ngā mihi 
  
Al  
  
Al Cross 
D i r e c t o r  –  R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t  R e f o r m  
  

      
 
Mobile: 027 201 3571 
  
  
************ This email message and any attached files may contain confidential information. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately and 
destroy the original message. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of RSHL. RSHL makes 
reasonable efforts to ensure that its email has been scanned and is free of viruses, however RSHL can make no warranty that this email or any attachments to it are free 
from viruses. ***********  
************ This email message and any attached files may contain confidential information. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately and 
destroy the original message. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of RSHL. RSHL makes 
reasonable efforts to ensure that its email has been scanned and is free of viruses, however RSHL can make no warranty that this email or any attachments to it are free 
from viruses. ***********  
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Ailish Neyland

From: Aaron Stallard
Sent: Saturday, 27 April 2024 2:09 pm
To: Mayor Nick Smith
Cc: Nigel Philpott; Stephen Rainbow
Subject: Copy of Fast Track Approvals submission
Attachments: Fast Track submission.pdf

Kia ora Nick, 
 
For your information, please find attached a copy of the submission on the Fast Track Approvals bill. 
 
Ngā mihi, 
 
Aaron 
 
Dr Aaron Stallard 
Councillor | Kaikaunihera 
021 1237099 
 
Nelson City Council | Te Kaunihera o Whakatū 
nelson.govt.nz 
 
























































