
Proposed Plan Change A1 to the Nelson Air Quality Plan 

The proposed Plan Change consists of six parts, as follows. 

1.1.1 Plan Change A1.1 – Industrial combustion of wood pellet fuel 

This change proposes inserting a new rule into the Air Quality Plan to deal with 

the use of wood pellet fuel in industrial-scale fuel burning appliances, and the 

insertion of a definition of wood pellet fuel.  Wood pellets are about the size of a 

cigarette butt and are made from wood shavings and sawdust, compressed and 

held together by the wood’s own resins.  Wood pellets when burnt in 

appropriately designed boilers tend to produce significantly less particle matter 

(PM10) than coal or other wood.  This justifies a specific rule to deal with them. 

1.1.2 Plan Change A1.2 – ‘Urban Area’ expansion – transition provisions 

This change provides transitional or ‘grandparenting’ provisions for domestic open 

fires and enclosed burners in rural properties which, through change in land use, 

have or will become subject to the Air Quality Plan’s ‘Urban Area’ controls.  An 

open fire in a farmhouse in a rural area can be used as a permitted activity.  If 

that property becomes part of the ‘Urban Area’ through rezoning or subdivision, 

use of the fire would be illegal (rule AQr.24 prohibits use beyond 1 Jan 2008).  

Nor could the open fire be replaced with a woodburner, leaving the person with 

limited heating options. Similar transitional issues apply to some woodburners 

depending on the ‘airshed’ the property is in.   This plan change inserts a new 

rule to allow such fires to continue to be used (and replaced in the future with 

clean air approved burners if the owners wish).  There are few such fires and this 

change is expected to have negligible effect on urban air quality. 

1.1.3 Plan Change A1.3 – Update of Figure A2.1 ‘Extent of Nelson Urban 

Area’  

‘Urban Area’ in the Air Quality Plan is the area where outdoor burning is not 

permitted and where use of open fires and burners is restricted.   ‘Urban Area’ is 

defined both by a map (Figure A2.1) and by words (definition A2-86) to deal with 

new areas that become residential by changes to the Nelson Resource 

Management Plan and by resource consent (e.g. subdivision for residential use).  

This approach avoids the need to constantly change Figure A2.1 as the urban 

area expands.  However, when other changes are being made to the Air Quality 

Plan, it is timely to update Figure A2.1, which is what Plan Change A1.3 does.   

1.1.4 Plan Change A1.4 – Replacement of ‘Jetmaster’-type domestic 

fireplaces  

This plan change amends an error that prevents existing ‘Jetmaster’-type fires 

within the Urban Area from being replaced with a complying woodburner.  

‘Jetmaster’-type fires are special inserts that fit into open fireplaces.  They 

improve the efficiency of open fires, but under the Air Quality Plan they are still 

modified open fires.  In response to submissions on the proposed plan the Council 

in 2005 agreed to give ‘Jetmaster’-type fires a longer phase-out date than other 

open fires.  This was because many were relatively new and because they had 

cleaner emissions than open fires. While the use of open fires has been banned 

since 1 January 2008, ‘Jetmaster’-type fires are allowed to be used until 1 

January 2013. When the rule was amended to permit longer use, the rule to allow 

their future replacement with a complying woodburner was not properly 

corrected. As the Plan currently reads, the right to replace a ‘Jetmaster’-type fire 

disappeared on 1 January 2008, the same as it did for all other open fires.  



1.1.5 Plan Change A1.5 – Outdoor burning of polyethylene agricultural 

wrap & plastic containers (rule AQr.55A ) 

This change proposes deleting rule AQr.55A which allows the burning of certain 

agricultural plastics.  When the Air Quality Plan was drafted, AQr.55A.5 signalled 

that such burning was a temporary approach until recovery or recycling options 

became available for polyethylene agricultural wrap and polyethylene 

agrichemical containers.  Two product stewardship programmes now operate in 

the region enabling the recycling of both bale wrap and agrichemical containers.   

1.1.6 Plan Change A1.6 – Domestic Diesel burners – provision for 

different stack configurations 

This change allows provision for other stack (flue) arrangements for domestic 

burners running on diesel.  Under Appendix AQ4 of the Air Quality Plan domestic 

diesel burners are required to have an emission stack that discharges above roof 

level.  Some newer models are designed with flues that end below the soffit of 

the building.  Currently under the Plan their installation would require resource 

consent.  This can discourage the uptake of these cleaner heating options. 
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