
 
 

VARIATIONS TO PROPOSED AIR QUALITY PLAN 

CLAUSE 5 OF FIRST SCHEDULE, RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ACT 1991 

Nelson City Council has prepared nine variations which amend the Proposed Air 
Quality Plan as it was notified on 23 August 2003. 

WHAT THE VARIATIONS COVER: 
- Variations 2004/01 to 2004/05 amend the rules (AQr.28-31) relating to large-scale 

fuel burning appliances (commercial-industrial scale).  In AQr.29 the permitted 
level is increased for diesel-fired industrial boilers (since sulphur levels in diesel 
fuel have been reduced by Government regulation), and a minor adjustment is also 
made to the threshold for kerosene.  Light and heavy fuel oil are now dealt with 
together in rule AQr.30, and small boilers (100kW or less) using Heavy Fuel Oil 
are specified as controlled activities.  Coal and wood fired appliances over 40kW 
are now dealt with in rule AQr.31.  Coal boilers below 200kW are no longer 
controlled activities, but rather are restricted discretionary activities (non-
notified).  Large boilers (greater than 200kW) remain fully discretionary.   

- Variation 2004/03 makes a minor amendment to the definition of ‘site’ so that it 
can be used in the way required in Variations 01, 02, 04 and 05. 

- Variation 2004/06 makes consequential amendments to other rules (e.g. bulk 
material storage, spray coating) where allowable levels of activity or product use 
are specified, to clarify that the specified levels apply to the entire site.   

- Variation 2004/07 inserts a new policy on the granting or renewal of consents for 
existing industrial and commercial activities currently discharging PM10 into 
polluted airsheds, and a policy on emission ‘offsets’ which allow a would-be 
discharger to mitigate their discharge by removing or reducing other discharges. 

- Variation 2004/08 puts back from 1 September 2004 to 1 December 2005 the 
dates when rules AQr.55, AQr.56 and Appendix AQ3.1 come into effect (because 
the hearings of submissions are deferred to 2005). 

- Variation 2004/09 inserts a new definition of what constitutes an operable existing 
open fireplace. 

WHERE TO SEE THE VARIATIONS 
The Variations, and the accompanying ‘Section 32 Evaluation’ report, are available 
for public inspection at: 

• Nelson City Council, Planning Counter, Ground Floor, 110 Trafalgar Street, 
Nelson. 

• Elma Turner Library, Halifax St, Nelson. 

• Nightingale Library Memorial, Rocks Rd, Tahunanui. 

• Stoke Library, Putaitai St, Stoke. 

• Richmond Public Library, Queen St, Richmond. 



• Blenheim Public Library, cnr Arthur & Seymour St, Blenheim. 

• On the Council website at www.nelsoncitycouncil.co.nz. 

OBTAINING A COPY OF THE VARIATIONS 
Copies of the Variations, singly or as a group, may be obtained from the Planning 
Counter at Nelson City Council, Ground Floor, 110 Trafalgar St, Nelson, or by 
phoning the Planning Assistant at ph 546 0388, or by emailing cleanair@ncc.govt.nz.  
A copy of the ‘Section 32 Evaluation’ report is similarly available. 

SUBMISSIONS 
The Variations are open for submissions until 8 November 2004. 

Any person may make a submission.  Forms for making submissions can be obtained 
from any of the places where the Variations are available for public inspection, 
including Council’s website.  The law requires that you use the submission form 
provided, or its format (Form 5. Resource Management (Forms, Fees & Procedures) 
Regulations 2003).  Emailed submissions are not valid. 

Submissions must be sent to the following address, to be received by 5pm 
Monday 8 November, 2004: 

‘Air Variation Submissions’, Nelson City Council 
PO Box 645 
NELSON 
(or Ground Floor, 110 Trafalgar St, Nelson, for hand delivery or courier) 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The process for public participation in the consideration of the Variations under the 
Act is as follows: 

• after the closing of submissions, Nelson City Council must prepare a summary 
of the submissions on the Variations and this summary must be publicly 
notified, and 

• people may then make further submissions in response to this summary, in 
support of, or in opposition to, the submissions already made to the Variation, 
and 

• a person making a submission may ask to be heard in support of his or her 
submission at the subsequent hearing.  The hearing of submissions on the 
Variations will occur in conjunction with the hearing of submissions received 
earlier on the Proposed Plan.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
For information on matters covered in the Variations, or on the submission process, 
please call into the Council Offices, Planning Counter, Ground Floor, 110 Trafalgar 
St, or call (03) 546 0423,  (03) 546 0432, or Email: cleanair@ncc.govt.nz. 

 

Viesturs Altments 
Chief Executive, Nelson City Council 
Dated 9 October 2004 
Address for service, and contact details are as above. 


