
 

FRESHWATER PLAN CHANGE 

Ten issues 

• Activities and structures in the beds of rivers and lakes and their margins 

• Natural character & amenity (including activities on the surface of water) 

• Aquatic biodiversity - habitats, ecosystems (including wetlands), and species 

• Information gaps  

• Public access 

• Cross boundary issues 

• Surface water flows and levels 

• Groundwater levels & flows  

• Water allocation 

• Water quality, discharges and deposition.  

 



Contents of the freshwater plan change 

 
New objectives, policies and rules for: 

• activities in river and lake beds 
- eg bed disturbance, vehicle crossings, structures, dams, rock lining, stock 
access 

 

• water flows and water takes 
- sets minimum flows below which takes should stop, trigger flows and 
allocation limits for rivers, all water permits for the same consent to expire at 
the same date to allow for all takes to be assessed together, requires metering 

 

• water quality 
Rivers classified, quality ranging from A (excellent) to E (very degraded). 
Aim: no water bodies of a quality less than C. 
 
Implications for stormwater – Infrastructure are committed to a plan to address 
this (due to be completed in April 2006) 
 
New development – steering towards low impact design for stormwater 
management 
 
Other discharges – receiving standards 
 
Rules for land use activities which impact on surface water bodies – eg 
agrichemicals, fertiliser, domestic wastewater treatment systems, dairy 
effluent. 
 
For amenity, natural character – rely on land use rules, tweaked to include 
freshwater.  A lot of that relates to riparian planting. 
 
 



Process from here 
 
Review by Consents, Environmental Inspections, Rod and Policy staff – 
particularly looking at the workability of the provisions once they’re notified.   
 
As regional rules, they take effect as soon as the plan is notified, unless it is 
explicitly stated that they don’t.  Provisions that do not take immediate effect 
are: 
- stock access to the beds of rivers (5 years after notification) 
- water metering of domestic takes in the rural area (controversial) 
- low impact design requirements (not mandatory until they are part of 

the engineering standards – in two years’ time). 
 
Considered by Full Council on 20 May. 
 
Once approved for notification – there’ll be a week for looking at the 
freshwater plan – time for Consents staff including customer services and 
planners to familiarise themselves with its contents 
 
Notification 
 
Formal submissions, further submissions process.  Hearing.  Decisions. 
 
Further changes to the provisions. 
 
Appeals. 
 
References to resolve/Environment Court sign off. 
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