MINUTES OF A BRIEFING OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING
COMMITTEE AND FRESHWATER WORKING PARTY COUNCILLORS ON THE
DRAFT FRESHWATER PLAN CHANGE HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS,
CIVIC HOUSE, TRAFALGAR STREET, NELSON ON WEDNESDAY 12 MAY 2004
COMMENCING AT 9.04AM

PRESENT: Cr D Shaw (Chairperson), His Worship the Mayor (P K Matheson)
Crs | Barker, M Cotton, J Fryer and N Knight.

INATTENDANCE: R D Witte (Divisional Manager Planning and Consents), F S
Galloway (Divisional Manager Infrastructure), T Quickfall (Manager
Environmental Policy), D Bradshaw (Policy Planner), and R N Palmer
(Administration Advisor)

1.0 DRAFT FRESHWATER PLAN CHANGE

The Chairperson indicated that the first part of the meeting would be spent dealing
with the Freshwater Plan Change which included a number of additional items not
previously discussed by the Committee.

The Policy Planner (D Bradshaw) outlined how the structure of the plan had been
altered from that previously discussed by the Committee, to enable it to be integrated
into the Resource Management Plan in due course.

The Policy Planner explained that the assessment criteria which had been
incorporated into the rule tables was new but reflected that the matters covered by
the objectives and policies which had been discussed fully by both the Working Party
and the Committee.

The Policy Planner then explained that there were also another number of changes
that had been made namely;

(1) The insertion of reference to the Nelson Iwi Management Plan (Nga Toanga
Tuku lho ki Whakatu Management Plan) which reflected the 2003
amendment to the Resource Management Act requiring Council to take into
account such plans.

(i)  The inclusion of provisions covering “Wetlands” within the various
Obijectives Policies and Rules relating to activities in waterways. Councillors
noted the new definition of “wetlands” and the fact that saltwater wetlands
were covered by the coastal provisions of the plan.

It was agreed that in paragraph 1 of the Executive Summary the bullet
point relating to wetlands should be amended by changing the first word
in the brackets “limited” to “including”.

(ilf)  The addition of a new policy DO17.1.2 “Protection of Natural Character.”
(iv)  The addition of a new policy DO17.1.11 “Re-alignment and Reclamation.”

It was noted that the rules relating to this policy recognised flood control as a
legitimate reason for re-alignment rendering that activity a discretionary use,
however any activities which related to the re-alignment or reclamation
outside of flood control were proposed to be non complying.
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2.0

The Manager Environmental Policy explained that one of the reasons for
inserting these provisions was to ensure that subdivision design in the future
acknowledged the natural alignment of river beds so that subdivisions were
designed around rivers rather than the other way around.

The meeting discussed whether or not it was appropriate that such control
should apply to all rivers, having regard to its very wide definition, or
whether it could be linked to named rivers so as to exclude small streams or
natural drainage channels which could be more appropriately piped as part of
future subdivision.

It was noted that the assessment criteria included the values of the waterbody
and this should be adequate to ensure that small insignificant drainage
channels were able to re-aligned or reclaimed without unnecessary
complications.

It was agreed that it would be appropriate to delete reference to flood
control and make the re-alignment or reclamation of the bed of a river or
lake or a wetland in all instances a discretionary activity.

(v) Stock access to wetlands was proposed to be restricted as from the date of
notification of the plan change.

The meeting discussed whether or not this was appropriate having regard to
the effects this might have on private owners of wetland areas.

It was agreed that the provision should come into effect at the time the
plan change became operative and that specific notice should be given to
the known private wetland owners of the possible impact of provisions at
the time the change was notified.

(vi)  Anew policy DO 19.1.9.ii relating to the quality of stormwater discharge.

The meeting noted that this acknowledged that the Council would be
producing new erosion and sediment control guidelines and procedures by
April 2005 linked to the new appendix 14a which was inserted as a design
guide for low impact stormwater management. It was noted that the Planning
and Engineering staff had co-operated in developing these provisions..

URBAN WATER STORAGE
Report No: 5965 dated 16 April 2004 File Ref: RM0600-01 Agenda pages 1-5 Refer

The Policy Planner advised that the staff recommendation was that if the Council
considered that private water storage was a good idea then the matter should be
considered as a separate issue and progressed by other means, such as a bylaw,
separate from the plan.

The meeting was advised that the use of urban water storage tanks would have little
real effect on the levels of water in the Maitai River and would only be of benefit to
individual owners in relation to their water bill.
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4.0

It was agreed that the matter should not be covered by the Plan change but
there should be some indication within the document encouraging home owners
to consider the matter from a water conservation point of view.

It was noted that policy DO18.1.4 xi provided for the promotion of residential
water storage and the provision of water tank installation guidelines.

STOCK ACCESS
Report N0:5964 dated 13 April 2004 File Ref: RM0600-01 Agenda pages 7-13 Refer

It was agreed to adopt the option and differentiate between high and lower
priority rivers, specifying that rule FWr27(a) would apply in relation to the high
priority rivers with a similar provision being inserted providing that stock
access to the lower priority rivers would be a discretionary activity as at 10
years from the notification date, subject to the intervening monitoring
establishing that the restrictions in relation to the high priority rivers had been
effective in improving water quality.

It was also agreed that the discretionary status of those activities in rule
FWr27.3 should be changed to “restricted discretionary.”

WATER METERING IN THE RURAL ZONE

Report No: 5963 dated 13 April 2004 File Ref: RM0600-01 Agenda pages 14-16
Refer.

It was stressed that the purpose of the metering was to ensure as far as possible a fair
allocation of the water available in any particular catchment and therefore it was
important that people understood that it was a monitoring issue rather than a revenue
raising exercise.

It was acknowledged that in the final analysis the provisions might well only relate to
monitoring of abstractions from water sources which were under pressure.

It was agreed that for the sake of discussion and response from those affected in
the rural community it would be appropriate to continue with the provision that
water metering would be required for both new and existing takes from rivers
and ground water, but not from springs.

It was agreed that it was important to ensure that the rural community were
aware of the intention of the monitoring and that it was not proposed to come
into effect until the Plan change became operative.
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5.0 COUNCIL CONSIDERATION

It was agreed that the draft plan change should be presented to the Council at its
meeting scheduled for Thursday 20 May 2004

The meeting closed at 11.35a.m...

CONFIRMED AS A CORRECT RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

CHAIRPERSON DATE
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