
 

 

Expressions of Interest for whole class field trips 

 

We have an opportunity for some Nelson classes to get involved in a couple of council 
projects in 2026 and we are looking for expressions of interest for classes that would like 
to take part. 
 
This is a chance to do field work alongside council staff and get some hands-on learning. 
Ideally, the classes taking part in the field days will be doing learning related to this 
through-out the term. As well as the opportunity to take part in the field day, we can offer 
support, advice, and resources to connect your in-class learning with the field 
experience. The exact details of the field days will be tailored to the learning needs of each 
class. 

 

Paremata Flats Bioblitz   

The location: Paremata Flats Reserve, Maori Pa Rd, Cable 
Bay encompasses tidal, river and land biodiversity systems. 
The 30ha reserve has a particularly high ecological value 
due to the patch of lowland coastal forest that protects 
some important forest remnants, including large specimens 
of kahikatea and kowhai. This remnant of coastal forest and 
surrounding estuary provide outstanding habitat for a 
variety of wildlife, including fernbird (mātātā) and banded 
rail (moho pererū). It is the location of a very successful 
restoration project which has seen over 96,000 trees 
planted since 1998. Equally there is a rich cultural heritage in the area, named after Ngāti Tama 
chief Paremata Te Wahapiro. 

The project: A BioBlitz is a scientific race against time. It is educational and it is heaps of fun! The 
goal is to count as many species as possible in a 24-hour survey of a large area. The emphasis is 
on recording the total number of species, not naming every creature that has been found. 

BioBlitz is a unique opportunity for scientists, students and the public to experience the vast array 
of species (biodiversity) living in an area.  

This is our second council run bioblitz and this year we would like some young people to get in 
alongside us on the action. The bioblitz is a 24-hour activity but we only need the students for a 
few hours during the day.  

Opportunity for a class:  

- Take part in a bioblitz, recording and identifying species alongside council staff  
- try different monitoring techniques used to identify different species  
- iNaturalist, electric fishing, leaf litter surveys, acoustic monitoring. 
- Date: March 
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Wonderful Wetlands – Todd Valley Stream Habitat Restoration Project 

 

The location: The Wakapuaka Sandflats Reserve behind the 
Boulder Bank includes saltmarsh, wetland and brackish 
lagoons, now rare habitats in the Whakatū Nelson region. Of 
note is the diversity of endemic manu/bird species that live 
here: species such as the New Zealand weweia/dabchick, 
koitareke/marsh crake, moho pererū/ banded rail and 
mātātā/fernbird. Most of these wetland birds are declining and 
at risk of extinction in New Zealand. The wider sandflats area 
is also home to weka and native lizards, including the 
threatened Northern spotted skink. There is an extensive 
predator-trapping programme throughout the reserve and boulder bank. The Boulder Bank- Te 
Taero a Kereopa or Te Tahuna a Tama-i-ea, and Nelson Haven estuary hold internationally 
important numbers of breeding tōrea/variable oystercatchers, as well as significant numbers of 
gulls, terns, pohowera/banded dotterels, migratory shorebirds (e.g. tarakakao/bar tailed godwits) 
and other fauna and flora unique to the estuary and coast. 

The project: Council, in partnership with DoC are working to restore habitat for fish and birds in 
the lower Todd Valley Stream on the Wakapuaka Sandflats. This multi-year project has involved 
re-contouring and planting stream banks as well as the construction of a wetland and thousands 
of plants in the ground so far and more still to plant. 

 

Opportunity for a class:  

- planting day at the constructed wetland (all equipment provided)  
- hands on-activities alongside to enrich ākonga learning experience.  
- bird counts, water quality monitoring, trapping, citizen science  
- tailored to suit the age level and learning outcomes of students. 
- Date: June/July 

 

Notes: 

- Whole class refers to a class of 30 students 
- Each school is responsible for meeting their own EOTC requirements, but we can help 

with information on possible hazards etc. 
 

Expression of interest:    
Email emma.reeves@ncc.govt.nz with details about size and age of class, which opportunity 
you are interested in as well as a brief description of the in-class learning/topics you will be 
covering. 
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