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. Report No. 2908

27 February 1995

The Chairman and Councillors

CIRCUS POLICY

At the Community Services & Recreation Committee meeting, held 1 February 1995, more
information was requested on the term ‘exotic animals’ as contained in the policy on circuses
recommended to Council at the meeting held 30 November 1994.

While unable to find a definition of exotic animals in any legislation, the following definition is
from a MAF document “Code of Recommendations for the Welfare of Exhibit Animals and

Information for Animal Exhibit Operators” (October 1993).

Non-Domestic Animals (also called Exotic Animals) - those species which are not domestic,
native or farm animals and which have not been cleared as being suitable for general release
into the New Zealand environment because of potential hazard to the environment or for

reasons of public safety.

RECOMMENDATION

THAT the definition of “exotic animais” contained in the MAF “Code of
Recommendation for the Welfare of Exhibit Animais and Information for
Animal Exhibit Operators” (October 1993).be used when considering
applications to hold circuses on Council-owned land. '
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Resolved

CIRCUSES ON COUNCIL LAND

THAT the following documentation be requested with any application to locate a circus
within Nelson City on Nelson City Council owned land.

a)

b)

d)

e

Ministry of Agricuiture and Fisheries certification indicating approval to own
and house the animals.

Appropriate permits issued under the Animals Act (within the last three months)
certifying that all animals in the keep of the circus are in a good state of health.

Confirmation by the RNZSPCA and the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
certifying they had not had cause to uphold any allegations of mistreatment of
animals by the particular circus.

A letter of consent allowing for a Council officer, in the company of a
Councillor, to inspect the circus and its animals, to be accompanied by a 333

inspection fee.

A written undertaking that no exotic animals will be utilised in any act or
exhibition located on Council property.

AND THAT the circus operator confirm in writing the following conditions:

aj The animals are to be housed in acceptable quarters in terms of size, construction,
hygiene and repair, sufficiently insulated from external noise, unnecessary nmovement,

excessive light and the elements.

»)  Adequate provision made for the animals to be exercised outside of their cages and the

ring.

AND THAT the Council may refuse an application to locate a circus on Nelson City Council
owned land in Nelson City or request that its operation cease if there Is evidence of :

aj nen compliance with the above conditions

b) animals showing signs of stress, suffering or indignities.



