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Big Spring Street 
Party comes to Nelson Council meeting

9am 5 Nov

Joint Saxton Field Committee - 
Tasman District Council Chamber, 
189 Queen Street, Richmond
9.30am 10 Nov

Regulatory Process Panel
9am 12 Nov

Council meeting - to hear 
submissions to Draft Reserves 
General Policies Management  
Plan (if required)
12.45pm 12 Nov

Community Funding  
Committee
2pm 17 Nov

Council meeting - to hear  
feedback to Draft Haven  
Waterfront Masterplan (if required)
9am 18 Nov

Audit, Risk and Finance Committee
9am 19 Nov

 

Chief Executive Employment 
Committee - Mayor's Office,  
Floor 2B, Civic House, 110 Trafalgar 
Street, Nelson
1.30pm 19 Nov

Civil Defence Emergency 
Management Group - Emergency 
Operations Centre, 28 Oxford  
Street, Richmond
9.30am 24 Nov

Joint Regional Landfill Committee
11am 24 Nov

Joint Regional Sewerage Committee
1pm 24 Nov

Customer Experience Oversight 
Committee
9am 26 Nov

Delivery Oversight Committee
11am 26 Nov

Strategy and Planning Oversight 
Committee
1.30pm 26 Nov

Rare beetle 
find shows the 
value of our hill 
country forests

Whakatū Nelson's city centre will come alive with creativity, music 
and entertainment this weekend as the Nelson Arts Festival brings the 
Big Spring Street Party to Upper Trafalgar Street.

From midday, Saturday 24 October, this free street party invites people of all ages to 
experience the energy and community spirit of the festival with live music, circus, dance, 
roving performers, games and interactive art.

The Big Spring Street Party is part of the Nelson Arts Festival, which runs from 22 
October to 1 November. Celebrating its 32nd year, the festival features an exciting 
programme of theatre, music, literature, film and visual arts, with joy at the heart of this 
year’s event, Artistic director Janelle Bish invites attendees to join its very own “quiet riot”.

“For us, a ‘quiet riot’ is about coming together and choosing joy. It might be a brilliant 
show, a conversation that stays with you, dancing with strangers or gathering on the 
beach at sunset. Labour Weekend is full of those moments, and we’d love people to 
come out and get amongst it.”

The street party is a chance to enjoy the festival atmosphere without needing a ticket, 
discover local creativity and connect with the community in the heart of Whakatū.

Bring your friends, bring the whānau and come along to celebrate the start of this 
fantastic festival in the heart of Nelson city.

Meetings

nelson.govt.nz/1your-council/4meetings-and-agendas

Nelson  
Whakatū
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COMMUNITIES 

Do you have an arts focused project 
happening in Nelson? 

Then you could apply for assistance 
from the Nelson City Creative 

Communities Arts Funding Scheme! 

The next closing date for applications 
is Wednesday 11 November. 

Visit www.acn.org.nz/funding or 
scan the QR code for full details. 
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Nelson marine 
safety expo 

• Free safety checks
• Bring your lifejackets 

for a free inspection
• Information on locator 

beacons and use of 
marine radio

• Demonstrations
• Display boats and 

vessel tours

• BBQ koha
• Local regulations 

and conditions 
information –  Nelson 
and Tasman

• Inflatable life raft 
demonstration at 
12:00/midday

Grab a coffee 
from Ruby's on 

the way! 

Nelson 
Marina 
office

1 November 2025, 10am – 4pm  
At the Nelson Marina Office

Parking available off-street and along 
Akersten Street. Active transport 

encouraged along new Marine Parade.

Plus, there’s discounts on safety gear, giveaways, 
and some great prizes to be won!

Our marine expo day will offer:

Don’t miss the opportunity to get 
ready for a safe summer of boating!

Nautical 
street market 

‘Boat Bits’

Pasefika Festival draws thousands: More than 4,000 people attended the inaugural Nelson Tasman Pasefika Festival at Founders Heritage Park on 
Saturday 17 October. Organised by the volunteer-led Pasefika Arts & Culture Collective, the festival showcased the region's Pacific heritage and talent, 
with plenty of live music, dance, food and cultural activities for the whole family to enjoy.

A little splash of colour! Unicorns, rainbows and other colourful 
designs brightened up some little faces on Bridge Street. Free face 
painting and balloon twisting brought a bit of extra fun to the 
central city during the school holidays, encouraging families to 
spend time in the city and support local businesses.

Nelson Arts Festival Big Spring Street Party - Upper 
Trafalgar Street, Saturday 24 Oct, 12pm-9pm, free 
to attend. The lineup for the even can be found here 
nelsonartsfestival.nz/event/the-big-swing-street-party

For Marlborough science and biology teacher Mark 
Anderson, finding out what lives on the forest floor of the 
hills above Whakatū has become his mission.

Mark has spent several years searching for Mecodema pulchellum in his 
spare time, a large, flightless ground beetle. The beetle is classed as 
nationally endangered and is only known to be found at Mt Stokes in the 
Marlborough Sounds and Mt Malita in the Bryant Ranges of the Roding 
Water Reserve, Nelson.

In September, Mark found the remains of two beetles at Mt Malita. It was 
an exciting find - as significant as finding an endangered native bird in this 
area.

Why does one little black beetle matter so much? Mecodema beetles live 
in very small areas, which makes them highly vulnerable, and with no wings, 
they can’t fly away from danger. Loss of habitat, introduced predators such 
as rats and hedgehogs and changes to native forest all put them at risk.

The find also shows how special Council’s hill country reserves and water 
catchment forests are. These areas still hold large stretches of native forest. 
They give rare species a safe place to survive, and some of these species 
live nowhere else.

Council carries out weed and animal pest control in these areas to help 
protect native habitats and wildlife.

You can help by staying on marked tracks, joining a local trapping group, 
or reporting sightings of beetles on the iNaturalist app.

Playspace Whakatū  ·  Rutherford Park 
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